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ing when my voice was honored, as never before,
in being the medium of your genius. I beg you
therefore to accept this fact as an explanation of
the delay in sending you my thanks for the com-
pliment you paid me in asking my poor service as
your interpreter. The poem is admirably adapted
to lecture utterance. It is so broad in its plan, so
vivid, so stirring, so practical in its appeal, that it
needs two thousand ears, and the wide atmosphere
of the public heart, to allow the proportions of its
power to appear, and its eloquence to find sea room
to disport itself. I have heard the heartiest en-
comiums of it, even from men not specially inter-
ested in the anti-slavery cause, who were swept by
it. Inadequate as the reading was, I am suspi-
cious that the soul of the piece possessed my voice,
and lifted it above its natural poverty. If possible,
I shall read it in Worcester, some time during the
week. Would that Mrs. Webb might give it
wings! Though I think it needs a man's throat
and passion. I have been invited to read it in
Manchester, but could not go. I shall mention
this fact to Dr. Stone when I see him. God bless
you, my dear friend, and preserve you for many
such Tyrtaean songs. I thank you, and remain
cordially yours."

The allusion to Mrs. M. E. Webb is due to the
fact that she was to read Mrs. Harriet Beecher
Stowe's drama the next evening in the course.
She was a colored dramatic reader.

" The Panorama " was written with a view to
political effect in the presidential campaign of
1856, and Mr. WMttier desired it to be published